
6th Grade Summer Reading 

Welcome to the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts Middle School! Below you will find the breakdown of 
the Summer Reading assignments.  These assignments will be due back to school by Friday, September 16th, 
2016 to your reading teacher!  The Summer Reading assignment will be counted as your first homework grade 
and is required by ALL students! 
 

Assignment 

1. All incoming 6th grade students will have a choice of two required texts to read.  You must choose ONE 
of these texts: Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt OR In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse by Joseph 
Marshall III.  You must also answer TWO questions of your choice from the attached open-ended 
question sheet.  Responses should follow the sentence frames provided, use textual evidence and the 
responses should be full paragraphs.  Also, use the provided Double-Entry Notes packet to take notes 
on your book. 

2. All students will read any books of their choice (books can be chosen from the provided Suggested 
Reading List) that have a combined total of 15 Accelerated Reader Points.  You need to record these 
books in the chart below and you will take the AR book quizzes once you return to school. 
 

Accelerated Reader 

At the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts Middle School we use the Accelerated Reader (AR) program, 
which is an online program that monitors and tracks students’ independent reading.  Students will be assigned 
an Accelerated Reader goal that they will work towards reaching by the start of the school year.  As students 
complete books, there is a corresponding quiz that students will take to track their reading comprehension.  
You can find a list of the AR books and their point values at the following website: 
http://www.arbookfind.com/ Use this website to determine the point value for each of your choice books. 
 

Title: Author: AR Point Value: 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arbookfind.com/


Open-Ended Questions 
 

Directions: Choose two different questions to answer for either Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt OR In the 
Footsteps of Crazy Horse by Joseph Marshall III.  Answer each question using the provided sentence frames 
and specific textual evidence. 
 

 The main character can be best described as ___________________.  Explain why you are describing 
the character as this trait using textual evidence. 

 Briefly summarize the main events of the novel in the order they occur. 

 What important lesson does the main character learn?  Use specific examples from the novel to 
support your response. 

 If the author added another paragraph to the end of the novel, what would it most likely describe or 
explain?  Use information from the novel to support your response. 

 Which part of the novel do you think was most important?  Use textual evidence to explain why you 
think it was the most important part. 

 What was the main conflict in the novel?  Use evidence from the text to support your response 

 How did the main character change throughout the novel?  Support your response using evidence from 
the text. 

 
 

Sentence Frames 
 

Directions: Here are the elements that should be included in an exemplary open-ended response.  Below are 
potential sentence starters to help guide you as you write your paragraph. 
 

 Restate the question (turn the question around) 

 First piece of text evidence 
o For example, in the text it states 
o According to the text, it emphasizes 
o For instance, in the text it mentions 

 Explanation of text evidence 
o This shows 
o This proves 
o In order words 

 Second piece of text evidence 
o The narrator states… 
o The author states… 

 Explanation of text evidence 
o This shows 
o This proves 
o In order words 

 Wrap-Up Sentence: 
o As a result 

 

 

 



7th Grade Summer Reading 

Welcome to the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts Middle School! Below you will find the breakdown of 
the Summer Reading assignments.  These assignments will be due back to school by Friday, September 16th, 
2016 to your reading teacher!  The Summer Reading assignment will be counted as your first homework grade 
and is required by ALL students! 
 

Assignment 

1. All incoming 7th grade students will have a choice of two required texts to read.  You must choose ONE 
of these texts: Wringer by Jerry Spinelli OR Star Girl by Jerry Spinelli.  You must also answer TWO 
questions of your choice from the attached open-ended question sheet.  Responses should follow the 
sentence frames provided, use textual evidence and the responses should be full paragraphs.  Also, use 
the provided Double-Entry Notes packet to take notes on your book. 

2. All students will read any books of their choice (books can be chosen from the provided Suggested 
Reading List) that have a combined total of 20 Accelerated Reader Points.  You need to record these 
books in the chart below and you will take the AR book quizzes once you return to school. 
 

Accelerated Reader 

At the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts Middle School we use the Accelerated Reader (AR) program, 
which is an online program that monitors and tracks students’ independent reading.  Students will be assigned 
an Accelerated Reader goal that they will work towards reaching by the start of the school year.  As students 
complete books, there is a corresponding quiz that students will take to track their reading comprehension.  
You can find a list of the AR books and their point values at the following website: 
http://www.arbookfind.com/ Use this website to determine the point value for each of your choice books. 
 

Title: Author: AR Point Value: 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arbookfind.com/


Open-Ended Questions 
 

Directions: Choose two different questions to answer for the novel Wringer by Jerry Spinelli OR Star Girl by 
Jerry Spinelli.  Answer each question using the provided sentence frames and specific textual evidence. 
 

 The main character can be best described as ___________________.  Explain why you are describing 
the character as this trait using textual evidence. 

 Briefly summarize the main events of the novel in the order they occur. 

 What important lesson does the main character learn?  Use specific examples from the novel to 
support your response. 

 If the author added another paragraph to the end of the novel, what would it most likely describe or 
explain?  Use information from the novel to support your response. 

 Which part of the novel do you think was most important?  Use textual evidence to explain why you 
think it was the most important part. 

 What was the main conflict in the novel?  Use evidence from the text to support your response 

 How did the main character change throughout the novel?  Support your response using evidence from 
the text. 

 
 

Sentence Frames 
 

Directions: Here are the elements that should be included in an exemplary open-ended response.  Below are 
potential sentence starters to help guide you as you write your paragraph. 
 

 Restate the question (turn the question around) 

 First piece of text evidence 
o For example, in the text it states 
o According to the text, it emphasizes 
o For instance, in the text it mentions 

 Explanation of text evidence 
o This shows 
o This proves 
o In order words 

 Second piece of text evidence 
o The narrator states… 
o The author states… 

 Explanation of text evidence 
o This shows 
o This proves 
o In order words 

 Wrap-Up Sentence: 
o As a result 

 

 

 

 



8th Grade Summer Reading 

Welcome to the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts Middle School! Below you will find the breakdown of 
the Summer Reading assignments.  These assignments will be due back to school by Friday, September 16th, 
2016 to your reading teacher!  The Summer Reading assignment will be counted as your first homework grade 
and is required by ALL students! 
 

Assignment 

1. All incoming 8th grade students will have a choice of three required texts to read.  You must choose 

ONE of these texts: The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club by Philip 

Hoose (non-fiction) OR I Kill the Mockingbird by Paul Acampora OR The Great Greene Heist by Varian 

Johnson.  You must also answer TWO questions of your choice from the attached open-ended question 

sheet.  Responses should follow the sentence frames provided, use textual evidence and the responses 

should be full paragraphs.  Also, use the provided Double-Entry Notes packet to take notes on your 

book. 

2. All students will read any books of their choice (books can be chosen from the provided Suggested 
Reading List) that have a combined total of 25 Accelerated Reader Points.  You need to record these 
books in the chart below and you will take the AR book quizzes once you return to school. 
 

Accelerated Reader 

At the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts Middle School we use the Accelerated Reader (AR) program, 
which is an online program that monitors and tracks students’ independent reading.  Students will be assigned 
an Accelerated Reader goal that they will work towards reaching by the start of the school year.  As students 
complete books, there is a corresponding quiz that students will take to track their reading comprehension.  
You can find a list of the AR books and their point values at the following website: 
http://www.arbookfind.com/ Use this website to determine the point value for each of your choice books. 
 

Title: Author: AR Point Value: 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

http://www.arbookfind.com/


Open-Ended Questions 
 

Directions: Choose two different questions to answer for the novel The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud 
Pedersen and the Churchill Club by Philip Hoose (non-fiction) OR I Kill the Mockingbird by Paul Acampora OR 
The Great Greene Heist by Varian Johnson.  Answer each question using the provided sentence frames and 
specific textual evidence. 
 

 The main character can be best described as ___________________.  Explain why you are describing 
the character as this trait using textual evidence. 

 Briefly summarize the main events of the novel in the order they occur. 

 What important lesson does the main character learn?  Use specific examples from the novel to 
support your response. 

 If the author added another paragraph to the end of the novel, what would it most likely describe or 
explain?  Use information from the novel to support your response. 

 Which part of the novel do you think was most important?  Use textual evidence to explain why you 
think it was the most important part. 

 What was the main conflict in the novel?  Use evidence from the text to support your response 

 How did the main character change throughout the novel?  Support your response using evidence from 
the text. 

 
 

Sentence Frames 
 

Directions: Here are the elements that should be included in an exemplary open-ended response.  Below are 
potential sentence starters to help guide you as you write your paragraph. 
 

 Restate the question (turn the question around) 

 First piece of text evidence 
o For example, in the text it states 
o According to the text, it emphasizes 
o For instance, in the text it mentions 

 Explanation of text evidence 
o This shows 
o This proves 
o In order words 

 Second piece of text evidence 
o The narrator states… 
o The author states… 

 Explanation of text evidence 
o This shows 
o This proves 
o In order words 

 Wrap-Up Sentence: 
o As a result 

 

 



Summer Reading Suggested Books: 

BOOK TITLE BL AR POINT VALUE 

Loser by Jerry Spinelli 2.3 1 

SMILE by Raina Telgemeier 2.6 1 

I Survived Series by Lauren 
Tarshis 

4-6 2 

American Born Chinese by Gene 
Luen Yang 

3.3 1 

Michael Vey:  The Prisoner of 
Cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans 

3.5 11 

Mockingbird by Kathryn 
Erskine 

3.6 5 

Forever by Judy Blume 4.1 5 

Anya’s Ghost by Vera Brosgol 4.2 6 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse 
Anderson   

4.4 7 

A Corner of the Universe by Ann. 
M. Martin 

4.5 6 

Speak by Laurie Halse 
Anderson 

4.5 7 

Cuts Like a Knife by Darlene 
Ryan 

4.6 2 

White Fang by Jack London 4.9 2 

Divergent Series by Veronica 
Roth 

4.8-5.7 16 

No Talking by Andrew Clemens 5.0 4 

The Westing Game by Ellen 
Raskin 

5.3 8 

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick 5.4 4 

The Name of the Game Was 
Murder by Joan Lowery Nixon   

5.5 7 

The Fault in Our Stars by John 
Green 

5.5 10 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone by J.K. Rowling 

 (OR any book in series) 

5.5 12 

The Mysterious Benedict Society 
by Trenton Lee Stewart 

5.6 18 

HOOT by Carl Hiassen   5.8 9 

Red Zone by Mike Lupica 6.1 17 

The Bad Beginning by Lemony 
Snicket 

6.4 4 

Flight #116 is Down by 
Caroline B. Cooney   

6.7 7 

Shrimp by Rachel Cohn 6.8 13 

Perfect Princess Meg Cabot 7.3 3 

Tree Shaker:  The Story of 
Nelson Mandela by Bill Keller 

9.5 5 

The Radioactive Boy Scout:  The 
True Story of a Boy and His 

Backyard Nuclear Reactor by 
Ken Silverstein 

10.1 11 



Double Entry Journal Notes  

DIRECTIONS:  As you read your text, you will be keeping a double-entry journal.  In this journal you will 

record your thoughts and questions in response to your reading.  You must have at least 2 

notes/responses per chapter.  You may respond in these ways: 

 Write about an experience in your own life that relates to what is happening in the novel 

 Write your opinions about what is happening in the novel 

 Write questions you may have about the novel 

 

1. Under PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT you will copy or summarize passages from the book. 

2. Under CHAPTER & PAGE # record the chapter and page number. 

3. Under PERSONAL RESPONSE/COMMENTARY record your response from the text (using the 

bullets above to help you form your response) 

a. If you are having trouble thinking of what to write, use these response starters: 

 I really like or dislike this part because… 

 I wonder why… 

 I predict that… 

 I think the character should… 

 This reminds me of a time when I… 

 This reminds me of a (book I read, movie I watched, and so on…) 

PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT CHAPTER & PAGE # PERSONAL 
RESPONSE/COMMENTARY 

   

 

 



PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT CHAPTER & PAGE # PERSONAL 
RESPONSE/COMMENTARY 

   

 

 

 



PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT CHAPTER & PAGE # PERSONAL 
RESPONSE/COMMENTARY 

   

 

 

 



PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT CHAPTER & PAGE # PERSONAL 
RESPONSE/COMMENTARY 

   

 

 

 



PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT CHAPTER & PAGE # PERSONAL 
RESPONSE/COMMENTARY 

   

 

 

 



PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT CHAPTER & PAGE # PERSONAL 
RESPONSE/COMMENTARY 

   

 

 

 



PASSAGE FROM THE TEXT CHAPTER & PAGE # PERSONAL 
RESPONSE/COMMENTARY 

   

 
 
 

 



Summer Reading Challenges 
 

Local and National Summer Reading Challenges: 

1.  The 2016 Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge was launched on May 20, 2016, at the 

Connecticut State Library in Hartford. Governor Dannel P. Malloy, Commissioner of 

Education Dr. Dianna R. Wentzell, and State Librarian Kendall Wiggin were on hand to 

stress the importance of reading during the summer and to recognize the top-

performing schools from the 2015 Summer Reading Challenge. Schools compete based 

on student population and grade level. The program identifies the schools with the 

highest percentage of participating enrollment and the highest number of books read by 

participating students. 

Log in here to read more about this challenge:  

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&q=320322 

2.  Newsela is an online resource of relevant, current topics for readers of all abilities.  

Please see the link below for information regarding their summer reading challenge:   

http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/208874926-Camp-Newsela 

3.  Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge 

The Scholastic Summer Reading Challenge™ is a free online reading program for 

children.  Join today and let’s set a new reading world record for summer 2016! (May 

9 - Sept 9, 2016).  Prizes awarded to schools with the top readers! 

Log in here to read more about this challenge:  

http://www.scholastic.com/ups/campaigns/src-2016 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2683&q=320322
http://support.newsela.com/hc/en-us/articles/208874926-Camp-Newsela
http://www.scholastic.com/ups/campaigns/src-2016


Calling all Kids!             

 

From Pre-Schoolers to High-Schoolers - Take the myON 2016 Summer Reading 

Challenge! 

 

Who's Eligible: Anyone with a login to myON  

 

When: May 23 rd through September 2nd 

 

How: Just log into myON  using your login and password, select your books and read!  

 

Where: Anywhere and everywhere!  Read online on any web-enabled device. Download up to 20 books at a 

time and read offline using free mobile apps.  

 

Exciting prizes for top readers 

Grade 6 and Above (Middle and High School) 

 Top Reader will win an iPad Mini! 

 Readers in 2nd through 5th place will be awarded a $100 Gift Card! 

PLUS: Everyone who reads at least 10 books will be entered into a drawing to win an iPad mini! 

Mark your calendars for these important dates 

 Summer Campaign begins - May 23. All student reading activity beginning today counts toward the contest goals! 

 National Summer Learning Day - July 14. This annual national advocacy event is led by the National Summer Learning 

Association to elevate the importance of keeping kids learning, safe and healthy every summer. 

Visit www.summerlearning.org for important information and valuable research-- and be sure to add your Summer 

Learning Day event to their interactive map. 

 Summer Campaign ends - September 2. 

Please share your summer reading stories with us on Twitter @myONreader! 

 

Log in here to read more about this challenge:  http://about.myon.com/reading-campaigns/2016-summer 

http://www.myon.com/login
http://thefutureinreading.myon.com/overview/myon-reader-goes-mobile
http://www.summerlearning.org/
https://twitter.com/myONreader
http://about.myon.com/reading-campaigns/2016-summer

